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Abstract : Since three years, ESPRIT has adopted project-based learning across its curricula. The philosophy behind this
reform is to prepare its future engineers to become more operational once they integrate the workplace. It allows them to learn
all the required skills expected from them by their future employers. This learner-centered method helps the students take
responsibility for their own learning, solve real-world problems and carry out muli-faceted projects. Therefore, the teacher who
used to be considered as the detainer of the knowledge has become more of a facilitator and a coach, encouraging their
students’ learning process. This innovative way to English teaching has enabled the students to learn the English language
differently. The target language is learnt cooperatively through group work, presentations, debating and many other
communicative activities. The speaking skill in English language remains by far the most challenging skill for Tunisian students
with an educational background based on Arabic as a first language and French as a second language. The student’s initial
resistance to speak English in front of their classmates and the way they end up performing their work, shows the real
progress they managed to achieve through PBL approach. The article will focus on the positive impact PBL has had on oral
fluency among Esprit engineering students and how it has been achieved. It will also describe how speaking skill is taught and
assessed at ESPRIT.
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