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Abstract : The public distribution system is an important component of food security. It is a massive welfare program
undertaken by Government of India and implemented by state government since India being a federal state; for achieving
multiple objectives like eliminating hunger, reduction in malnutrition and making food consumption affordable. This program
reaches at the community level through the various agencies of the government. The paper focuses on the accessibility of PDS
at household level and how the present policy framework results in exclusion and inclusion errors. It tries to explore the
sanctioned food grain quantity received by differentiated ration cards according to income criterion at household level, and
also it has highlighted on the type of corruption in food distribution that is generated by the PDS system. The data used is of
secondary nature from NSSO 68 round conducted in 2012. Bivariate and multivariate techniques have been used to understand
the working and consumption of food for this paper.
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