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Abstract : The aim of this paper is to introduce some partial findings of an ongoing research project which is investigating the
improvement of intercultural competence of Saudi female university students in English as a Second Language academic
environment at  the multicultural  Jazan University.  Since previous research results  support  the idea that  this  university
generation has the desire to become interculturally or globally competent university students, the present-day investigation is
focusing on the assessment of Saudi-specific cultural terms and intercultural competence components in comparison with the
Anglo-Saxon oriented western perspective of intercultural competence theories and models. On this stage of the research
quantitative research methodology is applied and a survey is being conducted among the female university students in different
academic  specializations.  This  paper  discusses  some empirical  data  with  the  aim of  identifying  and  evaluating  certain
supplementary aspects of intercultural dimensions and components of the intercultural competence construct. The research
results also highlight several gender issues in the gender separated higher education in the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia.
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