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Abstract : This paper examines sustainable development planning in the context of environmental concerns in rural areas of
the  Tanzania.  It  challenges  mainstream  approaches  to  development,  focusing  instead  upon  transformative  action  for
environmental justice. The goal is to help shape future sustainable development agendas in local government, international
agencies and civil society organisations. Research methods: The approach of the study is geographical, but also involves
various  Trans-disciplinary  elements,  particularly  from  development  studies,  sociology  and  anthropology,  management,
geography, agriculture and environmental science. The research methods included thematic and questionnaire interviews,
participatory tools such as focus group discussion, participatory research appraisal and expert interviews for primary data.
Secondary data were gathered through the analysis of land use/cover data and official documents on climate, agriculture,
marketing and health. Also several earlier studies that were made in the area provided an important reference base. Findings:
The findings show that, agricultural sustainability in Tanzania appears likely to deteriorate as a consequence of climate
change. Noteworthy differences in impacts across households are also present both by district and by income category. Also
food security cannot be explained by climate as the only influencing factor. A combination of economic, political and socio-
cultural context of the community are crucial. Conclusively, it is worthy knowing that people understand their relationship
between climate change and their livelihood.
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