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Abstract : Undocumented migration along Nigeria’s boarder with Cameroon, Chad and Niger is a key issue in tackling the
human security challenges in the region as the security situation cannot be contained without proper boarder control. The
paper adopts migration systems theory which asserts that migration alters the social, cultural, economic, and institutional
conditions at both the sending and receiving ends to explain the influence of unregistered migrants on institutional changes as
it affects the security situation in Northern Nigeria. It was found that undocumented migration is majorly influenced by
poverty, illegal trade, wars and asylum. The study also discovers that Nigerian boarders are porous with over 250 footpaths
that link directly to Cameroon, Chad and Niger, making the proliferation of small arms and light weapons a transnational
organized crime in the region. These porous borders are unmanned by security operatives with limited government presence in
the boarder communities. The study also found that undocumented immigrants are easily integrated into the northern
communities due to common religious beliefs and race where they carry out normal and civic functions without obstruction.
The paper concluded that the level of undocumented migration in Northern Nigeria is high due to unmanned and porous
borders. The paper therefore recommended that the security agencies should be strengthened through adequate funding,
innovative technology, sound policies and proficient processes that will help protect the country’s borders. The National
Populations Commission and the National Identity Management Commission should be strengthened to have a good data base
of the country’s citizens and there should be international cooperation between the neighbouring countries to tackle illegal
migration and illegal trade along the borders. The findings and recommendations of this paper will serve as a guide towards
curtailing the impact of undocumented migration on human security in Northern Nigeria.
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