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Abstract : The concepts of pollution or contamination and purification or ritual cleansing are very important concepts among
traditional Africans. This is because in relation to human behaviors and attitudes, they constitute on the one hand what could
be referred to as moral demands and on the other, what results in the default of such demands. The many taboos which a man
has to observe are not to be regarded as things mechanical which do not touch the heart, but that the avoidance is a sacred law
respected by the community. In breaking it, you offend the divine power’. Researches have shown that, Africans tenaciously
hold the belief that, moral values are based upon the recognition of the divine will and that sin in the community must be
expelled if perfect peace is to be enjoyed. Sadly enough, these moral values are gradually eroding in contemporary times. Thus,
this study proposal calls for a survey of the passage from an African cultural context; how it can enhance the understanding of
the text, as well as how it can complement its scholarly interpretation with the view of institutionalizing the concept of holiness
as a means of bringing the people closer to God, and also instilling ethical purity and righteousness.

Keywords : cultural practices, Igho ideology, purification, rituals

Conference Title : ICAH 2016 : International Conference on Arts and Humanities

Conference Location : Singapore, Singapore

Conference Dates : March 03-04, 2016

Open Science Index, Humanities and Social Sciences Vol:10, No:03, 2016 publications.waset.org/abstracts/40324.pdf

International Scholarly and Scientific Research & Innovation 10(03) 2016 1 ISNI:0000000091950263


https://publications.waset.org/abstracts/40324.pdf

