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Abstract : Purpose: Chronic sorrow is experienced by mothers of children with cancer. It is a multidimensional concept and is
experienced by mothers in different ways depends on their various contexts. Little is known about the concept of chronic
sorrow in mothers of children with cancer living in Iran. This study aimed to clarify the concept and explain lived experiences
of chronic sorrow in Iranian mothers of children with cancer. Methods: In this hermeneutic phenomenological study, 8 mothers
of  children  with  cancer  participated  in  semi  structured in-depth  interviews about  their  experiences  of  chronic  sorrow.
Interviews continued until data saturation was reached. All interviews were recorded, transcribed, analyzed, and interpreted
using 7 steps of the Dickelman et al’s phenomenological approach. Results: Three main themes emerged from mothers’
experiences of chronic sorrow related to child’s cancer. These main themes were ‘climbing up shaky rocks,’ ‘fear and hope,’
and ‘continuous role changing.’ Each of these themes consisted of several subthemes. Conclusion: There are similarities in
experiencing chronic sorrow by mothers of children with chronic diseases in different societies. However some experiences are
unique in Iranian mothers of children with cancer.
Keywords : cancer, children, mothers, Iran, phenomenology
Conference Title : ICSRD 2020 : International Conference on Scientific Research and Development
Conference Location : Chicago, United States
Conference Dates : December 12-13, 2020

World Academy of Science, Engineering and Technology
International Journal of Mathematical and Computational Sciences

Vol:14, No:12, 2020

O
pe

n 
Sc

ie
nc

e 
In

de
x,

 M
at

he
m

at
ic

al
 a

nd
 C

om
pu

ta
tio

na
l S

ci
en

ce
s 

Vo
l:1

4,
 N

o:
12

, 2
02

0 
pu

bl
ic

at
io

ns
.w

as
et

.o
rg

/a
bs

tr
ac

ts
/4

01
95

.p
df

ISNI:0000000091950263International Scholarly and Scientific Research & Innovation 14(12) 2020 1

https://publications.waset.org/abstracts/40195.pdf

