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Abstract : This paper examines the problems of learning English vowel pronunciation. The objective is to identify some of the
factors that affect the learning of English vowel sounds and their proper realization in words. The theoretical framework
adopted is based on both error analysis and contrastive analysis. The data collection instruments used in the study are
questionnaire and word list for the respondents (students) and observation of some of their lecturers. All the data collected
were analyzed using simple percentage. The findings show that it is not a single factor that affects the learning of English
vowel pronunciation rather many factors concurrently do so. Among the factors examined, it has been found that lack of
correlation between English orthography and its pronunciation, not mother-tongue (which most people consider as a factor
affecting learning of the pronunciation of a second language), has the greatest influence on students’ learning and realization
of English vowel sounds since the respondents in this study are from different ethnic groups of Nigeria and thus speak different
languages but having the same or almost the same problem when pronouncing the English vowel sounds.
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