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Abstract : The challenges of nation building and sustainable development have continued to feature prominently in the
general reckoning of problems of underdevelopment in the developing countries of the world. Thus, since the attainment of
political independence from the British colonial administration in 1960, one of the critical thrusts of central governance in
Nigeria has been the particular policy attention of the educational sector. Of course, education is perceived as the logical
bridge between the two contrasting worlds of underdevelopment and development, hence, its fundamental importance. The
various public policies and practices associated with the Nigerian educational sector are specifically elaborated and critically
assessed in this paper. In the final analysis, it is concluded that the educational sector should be better configured and
managed in ways that the wider challenges of nation-building and sustainable development are effectively tractable.
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