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Abstract : Jordan is endowed with over 14,500 productive archaeological sites and also a wealth of heritage sites that need to
be protected from the pressing threat of destruction and damage. Archaeological sites in Jordan face significant threats,
including insensitive development, urbanization, pollution, tourism, and vandalism, therefore an effective management plan is a
key element,  not only for the conservation of this heritage, but also to address issues such as tourism and sustainable
development. This study highlights the obstacles that confront the management of the archaeological and tourism sites in
Jordan, prior to and after the launch of the Strategies for Management of Jordan’s Archaeological Heritage by the Department
of  Antiquities  (DoA)  2007-2010 and 2014-2018,  as  well  as  the establishment  of  the Directorate  of  the Management  of
Archaeological Sites in 2010, and instructions for the proper use of tourism sites, 2014, by the Ministry of Tourism and
Antiquities (MoTA). The study has revealed that the management of the archaeological and tourism sites under the pretext of
improvement of services for tourists and visitors to Jordan would allow access to so-called polarization tourism and facilitate
tourism development that would be sustainable economically and provide attractive returns. The data required have been
collected through conducting interviews with 18 specialists. The main findings of the study are that management is new in
Jordan, and has become a vital and dynamic force in Jordan after 2000 but that there have also been many mistakes, with
sustainability  of  the  sites  being  ignored  and  a  lack  of  awareness  among  local  communities  surrounding  these  sites.
Management of the sites has also suffered from a lack of organizational vision, with no instructions for practical application
and no legislative provisions which cater for the efficient management of the sites. All of this needs to be amended to remove
gaps, overlaps and ambiguities, so that the authorities responsible for the rehabilitation and promotion, development and
management of these sites can overcome the problems, such as lack of human resources (specialists) and financial resources.
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