World Academy of Science, Engineering and Technology
International Journal of Humanities and Social Sciences
Vol:9, No:11, 2015

Self-Serving or Self-Effacing: An Analysis of the Zimbabwe-United Kingdom
Diaspora’S Role in Human Rights Advocacy

Authors : ].T. Chivanga

Abstract : This paper conceptualizes the significance of human rights activism by the Zimbabwean diaspora in the United
Kingdom by analyzing how the diaspora advocates for the promotion of the rights of the people in Zimbabwe. It critiques the
strategic essentialism theory that is used by the government of Zimbabwe as a basis to discredit the work of transnational
advocacy groups. The research advances this position by articulating that the diaspora does not falsify nor simplify them to
garner external support on the human rights situation in Zimbabwe. It establishes and shows the significance of transnational
advocacy by articulating how the Zimbabwean diaspora addresses and brings to the attention of the international community
human rights violations in Zimbabwe that would otherwise not have seen the light of day due to the absence of a conducive
environment in that country that stifles the organization of protests under repressive laws such as the public order and security
act of 2009.
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