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Abstract : The modern psychiatric discourse proves the existence of the direct ties between the children's mental health and
their success in life as adults. The unresolved mental health problems in childhood are likely to lead individuals to poverty,
isolation, and social exclusion as stated by Marcus Richards. Such an approach justifies the involvement of children in the view
of supervision and control of power. The discourse, related to the mental health of children, provides a tight impact of family,
educational  institutions and medical  authorities on the child through any manifestations of  his  psychic,  having signs of
"abnormality.” Throughout the adult life, the individual continues to feel the pressure of power through legal, political, and
economic institutions that also appeal to the mental health regulation. The juvenile law declares the equality of a child and an
adult, but in fact simply delegates the powers of parents to impersonal social institutions of the guardianship, education, and
social protection. The psychiatric power in this study is considered in accordance with the Michel Foucault’s concept of power
as a manifestation of "positive" technologies of power, which include various manifestations of subjectivity, in particular
children’s one, in a view of supervision and control of the state power. The main issue disclosed in this paper is how weakening
of the parental authority, in the context of legislative ratification of the child rights, strengthens the other forms of power over
children, especially the psychiatric power, which justifies and affects the children mancipation.
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