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Abstract : In the 21st century, we are living through extraordinary times as we are linguistically blessed to live through an era
in which the each sociolinguistic example of living appears to be refreshingly new without any precedence of the past. The
word `New Linguistic World Order’ is no longer just the intangible fascination but an indication of the emerging reality that we
are living through a time in which the word ‘linguistic purism’ no longer invokes the sense of self categorization and self
identification. The contemporary world of today is linguistically rewarding. This is a time in which the very existence of global,
powerful and local needs to be revisited in the context of power shift,  demographic shift,  social psychological shift and
technological shift. Hence, the old linguistic world view has to be challenged in the midst of 21st century. The first years of the
21st century have thus far been marked by the rise global economy, technological revolution and demographic shift, now we
are witnessing linguistic shift which is leading towards forming a new linguistic world order. On the other hand, with rising
powers of China and India in Asia in tandem the notion of alternative west is set to become a lot more interesting linguistically.
It comes at a point when the world is moving towards inclusive globalization due to vanishing power corridor of the west and
ascending geopolitical impact of emerging superpower and superpower in waiting. Now it is a reality that the western world no
longer continues to rise – in fact, it will have more pressure to act in situation when the alternative west is looking for balanced
globalization. It is more than likely that demographically strong languages of alternative west will be in advantageous position.
The paper challenges our preconceptions about the nature of sociolinguistic nature of world in the 21st century. It investigates
what a linguistic world is likely to be in the future in contrast to what was a linguistic world before 21st century. In particular,
the paper tries to answer the following questions: (a) What will be the common linguistic thread across world? (b) How
unprecedented  transformations  can  be  mapped linguistically?  (c)  Do  we need alternative  linguistics  to  define  inclusive
globalization as the linguistic reality of the contemporary world has already been reshaped by increasingly integrated world
economy, linguistic revolution and alternative west? (d) In which ways these issues can be addressed holistically? (e) Why
linguistic world order is changing dramatically? (f) Is it true that the linguistic world around is changing faster than we can
even really cope? (g) Is it true that what is coming next is linguistically greater than ever? (h) Do we need to prepare ourselves
with new theoretical strategies to address emerging sociolinguistic reality?
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technological shift
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