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Abstract : Global competition and rapidly changing customer requirements are forcing major changes in the production styles
and configuration of manufacturing organizations. Increasingly, traditional centralized and sequential manufacturing planning,
scheduling, and control mechanisms are being found insufficiently flexible to respond to changing production styles and highly
dynamic variations in product requirements. The traditional approaches limit the expandability and reconfiguration capabilities
of the manufacturing systems. Thus many business houses face increasing pressure to lower production cost, improve
production quality and increase responsiveness to customers. In a textile and apparel manufacturing, globalization has led to
increase in competition and quality awareness and these industries have changed tremendously in the last few years. So, to
sustain competitive advantage, companies must re-examine and fine-tune their business processes to deliver high quality goods
at very low costs and it has become very important for the textile and apparel industries to integrate themselves with
information technology to survive. IT can create competitive advantages for companies to improve coordination and
communication among trading partners, increase the availability of information for intermediaries and customers and provide
added value at various stages along the entire chain. Ethiopia is in the process of realizing its potential as the future sourcing
location for the global textile and garments industry. With a population of over 90 million people and the fastest growing non-
oil economy in Africa, Ethiopia today represents limitless opportunities for international investors. For the textile and garments
industry Ethiopia promises a low cost production location with natural resources such as cotton to enable the setup of
vertically integrated textile and garment operation. However; due to lack of integration of their business activities textile and
apparel industry of Ethiopia faced a problem in that it can‘t be competent in the global market. On the other hand the textile
and apparel industries of other countries have changed tremendously in the last few years and globalization has led to increase
in competition and quality awareness. So the aim of this paper is to study the trend of Ethiopian Textile and Apparel Industry
on the application of different IT system to integrate them in the global market.
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