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Abstract : Purpose: This paper attempts to set the stage for the exploration of female participation in administrative positions
within non-western countries by reviewing the studies on female in administrative positions within non-western countries and
suggesting guidelines for future studies in this area in developing countries. Methodology: The paper is based on a systematic
review of papers that have been published in journals. Findings: The review focuses on constraints to female’s participation in
higher education of developing countries (e.g. strong family responsibility, low levels of women faculty members, social values
and gendered cultural factors). Practical Implications: Further guidelines for future examination of this field of study are
suggested (e.g.  adopting a different theoretical  view).Value: The article is an initial  attempt to gather knowledge about
constraints of female administrators in higher education of developing countries. The subject has received less attention in
studies on administration and gender. In addition, the article provides suggestions for future studies in order to understand
women administrators’ experiences in different educational and cultural settings.
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