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Abstract : The Persian language word ‘Purdah’ and in Arabic ‘Hajab’ is used for veil. Veil has been used by women for being
escaped from men. In one way or the other veil has been continuously used in ancient as well as modern civilizations by
women. Developed nations have blamed the use of veil an obstacle in the process of development. Therefore, modern nations
have struggled to get rid of the use of veil. They argue that it is a sign of slavery for women and it is an obstacle in the path of
development. The modern secular Muslims considered veil as the biggest obstacle for social and economic development. It
makes a woman helpless, as being zanjir in her feet. It has become an obstacle in the process of development for women. It is
also considered as a tool for segregation among men and women. The so called Muslims of the modern era are trying to
introduce changes in religion by imitation the modern nations of the world. In particular ways for Muslim woman use of veil in
Islam is must. It is a right provided her by religion. It provides her strength. In the Holy Quran word ‘Hajab’ is used 5 times.
Islam is against domination and forceful practice of veil, as a part of teaching of Islam it is being adopted by women as a
protection. This article aims at: (1) historical background of veil (2) Its existence in civilizations, (3) Meaning and interpretation
of veil in Islamic context, (4) Economic impact of it on women (5) Discussion on its practice in Islamic (eastern) and other
(European) circles and conclusions followed by concerted bibliography.
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