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Abstract : With an ever increasing influence of international organizations (IOs) on national policies and with the expectation
that IOs are the transmission belts of world ideologies it is interesting to see to what extent IOs express a specific ideology and
what determines the dominance of this ideology. This thesis looks at the OECD as IO and higher education as a field of policy.
Evidence is found that the OECD promotes neoliberal developments in higher education and that its position is influenced by
business, dominant countries and the dominant beliefs that are carried by the people working for the OECD that form an
epistemic community. These results can possibly be extrapolated to other IOs.
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