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Abstract : Indonesia’s rural regions are characterized by wide-spread poverty, under-employment, and surplus of low-skilled
labor. The aim of this paper is to empirically prove the effect of social ties (strong and weak tie) as social capital construct on
households’ migration decision in the case of developing country (Indonesia). The methodology incorporated indicators of
observe variables (four demographic attributes data: income, occupation, education, and family members) and indicators of
latent variables (ties to neighbors, ties to community and sense of place) provided by responses to survey questions to aid in
estimating the model. Using structural equation model that we employed in Mplus program, the result of our study shows that
ties to community positively have a significant impact to the decision of respondents (migrate or not). Besides, education as
observed variable directly influences the migration decisions. It seems that higher level of education have impact on migration
decision. Our current model so far could explain the relation between social capital and migration decision choice.
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