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Abstract : The primary concern of this study is to answer the question: How does the Philippine government formulate its
foreign policy with respect to its territorial claims over areas in the West Philippine Sea after the Scarborough standoff in April
2012? Specifically, the study seeks to provide understanding on the political process in the formulation of foreign policy
relating to  the  Philippine claims in  the  West  Philippine Sea after  the  2012 Scarborough Standoff,  by  looking into  the
relationship of bureaucracies and how it influences the decision-making process. Secondly, this study aims to determine the
long and short term foreign policies of the Philippines with respect to its territorial claims over the West Philippine Sea. Lastly,
this study seeks to determine the implication of Philippine foreign policy in settling the West Philippine Sea dispute on the
country’s national security. The Bureaucratic Politics Model (BPM) in Foreign Policy Analysis (FPA) is the framework utilized in
this study, which focuses primarily on the relationship of bureaucracies in the formulation of foreign policy and how these
agencies influence the process of foreign policy formulation. The findings of this study reveal that: first, the Philippines foreign
policy in the West Philippine Sea continues to develop to address current developments in the WPS. Second, as the government
requires demilitarization there is a shift from traditional to non-traditional security approach. This shift caused inconvenience
from the defense sector particularly the Navy thinking that they are being deprived of their traditional roles. Lastly, the
Philippine government’s greater emphasis on internal security operation implies the need to reassess its security concerns and
look into territorial security.
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