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Abstract : The paper develops a critical framework to the hegemonic discourses resorted to by the dominant powers in the
global security architecture. Within this framework, security is viewed as a discourse through which identities and threats are
represented and produced to legitimize the security concerns of few at the cost of others. International security have long been
driven  and  dominated  by  power  relations.  Since  the  end  of  the  Cold  War,  the  global  transformations  have  triggered
contestations to the idea of security at both theoretical and practical level. These widening and deepening of the concept of
security have challenged the existing power hierarchies at the theoretical level but not altered the substance and actors
defining it. When discourses are introduced into security studies, several critical questions erupt: how has power shaped
security policies of the globe through language? How does one understand the meanings and impact of those discourses? Who
decides the agenda, rules, players and outliers of the security? Language as a symbolic system and form of power is fluid and
not fixed. Over the years the dominant Western powers, led by the United States of America have employed various discursive
practices such as humanitarian intervention, responsibility to protect, non proliferation, human rights, war on terror and so on
to reorient the constitution of identities and interests and hence the policies that need to be adopted for its actualization. These
power relations are illustrated in this paper through the narratives used in the nonproliferation regime. The hierarchical
security dynamics is a manifestation of the global power relations driven by many factors including discourses.
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