
Reciprocal Interferences in Bilingual English-Igbo Speaking Society: The
Implications in Language Pedagogy

Authors : Ugwu Elias Ikechukwu
Abstract : Discussions on bilingualism have always dwelt on how the mother tongue interferes with the target language. This
interference is considered a serious problem in second language learning. Usually, the interference has been phonological. But
the objective of this research is to explore how the target language interferes with the mother tongue. In the case of the Igbo
language, it  interferes with English mostly at  the phonological  level  while English interferes with Igbo at the realm of
vocabulary. The result is a new language \"Engligbo\" which is a hybrid of English and Igbo. The Igbo language spoken by
about 25 million people is one of the three most prominent languages in Nigeria. This paper discusses the phenomenal
Engligbo,  and  other  implications  for  Igbo  learners  of  English.  The  method  of  analysis  is  descriptive.  A  number  of
recommendations were made that would help teachers handle problems arising from such mutual interferences.
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