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Abstract :  This  study investigated the current  Building Information Modelling (BIM) trends and practices in  the UAE,
particularly to shed light on a recently circulated Dubai BIM mandate. Two sets of surveys were mailed to the AEC industry
and the corresponding academic sector within the UAE to collect up-to-date data on BIM awareness and utilization. The
surveys showed startling results concerning the academic sector in the UAE where almost 70% of respondents were not aware
of the BIM mandate. Among the rest, even when aware, the majority of mechanical and electrical engineering schools felt that
BIM is not pertinent to their discipline. Therefore, the response to offering BIM in their curriculum was substantially low
(35%). On the other hand, the industrial survey identified a large majority (76.5%) of the AEC industry in the UAE are using
BIM. The results clearly indicate that the academia should include BIM in their curriculum to produce qualified graduates to
support the market. However, the academia is also faced with several obstacles to implement BIM in their curriculum, where
the main pretext is that there is “no room for new courses in existing curriculum”.
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