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Abstract : The aim of this paper is to study the theme of alienation in some contemporary novels of the most prominent Arab
writers who live in Britain and write in English. The paper will focus on three female novelists of Arab origins who won wide
fame among reading public, and also won international prizes for their literary creation. The first is the Egyptian Ahdaf
Soueif(born in 1950) whose novel The Map of Love(1999) was shortlisted for the Man Booker Prize, and has been translated
into twenty one languages and sold over a million copies. The second is the Jordanian Fadia Faqir (born in 1956) whose My
Name is Salma(2007) was translated into thirteen languages, and was a runner up for the ALOA literary prize. The third is the
Sudanese Leila Aboulela(born in 1964) who The Translator was nominated for the Orange Prize and was chosen as a a notable
book of the year by the New York Times in 2006. The main reason of choosing the theme of alienation is that it is the qualifying
feature of the above mentioned novels. This is because the theme is clearly projected and we can see different kinds of
alienation: alienation of man from himself, alienation of man from other men, and alienation of man from society. The paper is
concerned with studying this central theme together with its different forms. Moreover, the paper will try to identify the main
causes of this alienation among which are frustrated love, the failure to adjust to change, and ethnic pride.
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