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Abstract : The study is concerned with the Risk factors of dropping out among Grade VII students for SY 2012-2013. A total of
87 Grade VII Students-At-Risk-of-Dropping Out (SARDOs) were involved in this study. The descriptive survey method was used
in this study. A 50-item questionnaire was used in data gathering. Expert validation was done to determine the validity and
reliability of the instrument. The study used Chi Square, Kruskal Wallis Test and Mann Whitney Test in the statistical treatment
of data. The study revealed that the respondents are within the standard age limit for Grade VII students in the Philippines
which is 13 years old. Males more than females usually becomes SARDOs. SARDOs come from low economic status and
complete families contrary to the common belief that they came from single-parent families. The study also showed that
parent’s involvement in educating their children on family-related factors contributed to the very good perception on the family
related factors. Based on age, there are no significant differences in their perception of the four major recognized risk factors
for dropping out among all ages. There are no significant differences in their perception of the family, individual and
community related factors for dropping out based on sex. However, females have a more favorable perception when it comes to
school related factors. No significant differences in their perception of dropping out were also noted when they are classified
according to distance of school from home. The respondents do not differ in their perception on family, individual and
community related factors when they are classified according to type of family. When surveyed regarding the respondents’
reason for being absent, it was found out that laziness and being late are the two major reasons. Respondents also perceived
remedial and tutorial classes as school-initiated intervention measure to prevent school disengagement or dropping out.
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