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Abstract : It is ironical that the national anthems of many nations that are in the forefront of the global condemnation of
violence of all forms have portions or expressions that propagate various forms of linguistic violence which advocate attacking
opponents, going to war, shedding blood and sacrificing lives. These diametrically contradict contemporary yearnings for
global tranquility and the ideals of the United Nations established for the maintenance of international peace and harmony
aimed at making the world a safe haven for all and sundry. The linguistic violence of many national anthems is manipulatively
constructed /presented via the instrumentality of the figurative or rhetorical language. This helps to linguistically embellish the
violent ideas communicated and makes them sound somehow better or logical to the target audience with the intention of
cognitively manipulating them to accept or rationalize such violent ideas. This paper, therefore, presents the outcome of a
linguistic  exploration/examination of  national  anthems which reveals elements or cases manipulative figurative linguistic
violence in the anthems of twenty-one (21) nations. The paper details a Socio-Cognitive Critical Discourse Analysis of the
manipulative figures of comparison, contrast, indirectness, association and sound used to convey the linguistic violence of the
identified national anthems. Finally, the paper advocates the need for linguistic overhaul of affected anthems so that the
language of anthems which epitomize nations can be pacific and in tandem with contemporary global trends.
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