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Abstract : Strategic spatial planning, which is taken as an effective and competitive way for the governors of the city to
improve the development and management level of a city, has been blooming in recent years all over the world. In the context
of globalization and informatization, strategic spatial planning must transfer its focus on three different levels: global, regional
and urban.  Internal  and external  changes in environmental  conditions lead to new advances in strategic planning both
theoretically and practically. However, such advances or changes respond differently to cities on account of different dynamic
mechanisms. This article aims at two cities of Tianjin in China and Melbourne in Australia, through a comparative study on
strategic planning, to explore the differentiation of mechanisms in urban planning. By comparison and exploration, the purpose
of this article is to exhibit two different planning worlds, western and Chinese, in a new way. The article can be divided into
four parts. The first part outlines strategic planning transformations in the new era on three levels, generally analysing the
internal and external environmental factors of today. The second part indicates the concepts of strategic planning theoretically,
demonstrating briefly its development background and process in western and China, respectively. The third part takes Tianjin
and Melbourne urban strategic spatial planning as examples to mainly carry on the contrast research from the aspects of
strategic  planning mode,  competitive mechanism,  contents,  strategy implementation and management.  It  is  expected to
summarize the differences and similarities of  the two plans,  meanwhile,  to explore the inherent factors or mechanisms
probably spatial, material, political and etc., which affect cities in the course of urban planning. The final part is a summary of
general mechanisms of planning from the perspective of strategic spatial planning.
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