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Abstract : With arrival of Islam in the South-Western Nigeria in the late fifteenth and early sixteenth centuries, various
masājid established in different parts of the area played vital roles towards the betterment and unity of the Muslims. However,
despite the fact that the masājid in the South-Western part of Nigeria contributed immensely to the spiritual and educational
enhancement of the Muslims, it has not fully captured the holistic educational roles as a unique model used by the Prophet
(S.A.W).  Therefore,  the  primary  objective  of  this  paper  is  to  investigate  and  broaden  the  roles  of  masjid  towards  its
compartmentalized and holistic contributions among the Muslims in the south-western Nigeria. The findings from the paper
have identified five holistic roles of masjid, namely, spiritual, intellectual, physical, social and emotional contributions which
have been exemplified in the prophetic model of masjid. The paper has argued that the five factors must be unreservedly
unified towards the betterment of the Muslims and enhancement of Islamic education and Arabic Language in the South-
Western Nigeria. However, the challenges of masjid management in the South-Western Nigeria are the main hindrance in
achieving the holistic roles of masjid. It is thereby suggested that, the management of masjid should take the identified
prophetic model of masjid into account in order to positively improve the affairs of Muslims as well as promoting the teaching
and learning of Islamic education and Arabic language among the Muslims in the South-Western Nigeria.
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