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Abstract : One of the challenges of African states in the development of education in the past and the present is the problem of
literacy. Literacy in the first language is seen as a strong base for the development of second language; they are mostly the
language of education. Language development is an offshoot of language planning; so the need to develop literacy in both first
and second language affects language education and predicts the extent of achievement of the entire education sector. The
need to balance literacy acquisition in first language for good conditioning the acquisition of second language is paramount.
Likely constraints that includes;  non-standardization,  underdeveloped and undeveloped first  languages are among many.
Solutions to some of these include the development of materials and use of the stages and levels of literacy acquisition. This is
with believed that a child writes well in second language if he has literacy in the first language.
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