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Abstract : The coir is one of the by-products of the coconut and the coir industry can be identified as one of the traditional
industries in Sri Lanka. Sri Lanka is one of the prominent countries for the coir production. Due to the labour insensitiveness,
the labourers are the significant factor in the coir production process. The study has analyzed the determinants and its impact
on income of the household level coir yarn labourers. The study was conducted in the Kumarakanda Grama Niladhari division,
Galle, Sri Lanka. Simple random sampling was used to generate the sample of 100 household level coir yarn labourers and
structured questionnaire, personal interviews and discussion were performed to gather the required data. The obtained data
were statistically analyzed by using Statistical Package for Social Science (SPSS) software. Mann-Whitney U and Kruskal-Wallis
test were carried out. The findings revealed that the household level coir yarn industry is dominated by the female workers and
fewer amounts of workers have engaged this industry as the main occupation. In addition to that, elderly participation of the
industry is greater than younger participation and most of them engaged as an extra income source. Level of education, the
methods of engagement, satisfaction, labour’s children employment in the coir industry, support from the government, method
of government support, working hours per day, employed as a main job, no of completed units per day, suffering any job
related  diseases  and type  of  the  diseases  were  related  with  income level  of  household  level  coir  yarn  labourers.  The
recommendations  were  formulated  in  respect  to  these  problems  including  technological  transformation  for  coir  yarn
production, strengthening of the raw material base and regulating the raw material supply, introduction of new technologies,
markets and training programs, the establishment of the labourers association, the initiation of micro credit schemes, better
consideration about the job oriented diseases.
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