
Conflicts and Similarities among Energy Law, Environmental Law and
Economic Aspects

Authors : Bahareh Arghand, Seyed Abbas Poorhashemi, Ramin Roshandel
Abstract : Nowadays, Economic growth and the increasing use of fossil fuel have caused major damages to environment.
Therefore, international law has tried to codify the rules and regulations and identify legal principles to decrease conflict of
interests between energy law and environmental law. The open relationship between energy consumption and the law of
nature has been ignored for years, because the focus of energy law has been on an affordable price of a reliable supply of
energy; while the focus of environmental law was on protection of the nature. In fact, the legal and overall policies of energy
are based on Sic Omnes and inter part for governments whereas environmental law is based on common interests and Erga
Omnes. The relationship between energy law, environmental law and economic aspects is multilateral, complex and important.
Moreover, they influence each other. There are similarities in the triangle of energy, environment and economic aspects and in
some cases there are conflict of interest but their conflicts are in goals not in practice and their legal jurisdiction is in
international law. The development of national and international rules and regulations relevant to energy-environment has
been done by separate  sectors,  whereas  sustainable  development  principle,  especially  in  the economic sector,  requires
environmental considerations. It is an important turning point to integrate and decrease conflict of interest among energy law,
environmental law and economic aspects. The present study examines existing legal principles on energy and the environment
and identifies the similarities and conflicts based on the descriptive-analytic study. The purpose of investigating these legal
principles is to integrate and decrease conflict of interest between energy law and environmental law.
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