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Abstract : The reality of the new world economic order and the ever increasing importance of biotechnology in the global
economy have necessitated the ratification of the Cartagena Protocol on Biosafety and the recent promulgation of Biosafety Act
in Nigeria 2015. The legal regimes are anchored on the need to create an enabling environment for the flourishing of bio-trade
and also to ensure the safety of the environment and human health. This paper critically examines the legal framework on
biosafety by taking a cursory look at its philosophical foundation, key issues and milestones. The paper argues that the extant
laws, though a giant leap in the establishment of a legal framework on biosafety, it posits that the legal framework raises
debate and controversy on the difficulties of risk assessment on biodiversity and human health, other challenges includes lack
of sound institutional capacity and the regimes direction of a hybrid approach between environmental conservation and trade
issues. The paper recommend the need for the country to do more in the area of stimulating awareness and establishment of a
sound institutional capacity to enable the law ensure adequate level of protection in the field of safe transfer, handling, and use
of genetically modified organisms (GMOs) in Nigeria.
Keywords : Cartagena protocol, biosafety, issues, challenges, biotrade, genetically modified organism (GMOs), environment
Conference Title : ICABBBE 2016 :  International Conference on Agricultural,  Biotechnology, Biological and Biosystems
Engineering
Conference Location : Jeddah, Saudi Arabia
Conference Dates : January 26-27, 2016

World Academy of Science, Engineering and Technology
International Journal of Agricultural and Biosystems Engineering

Vol:10, No:01, 2016

O
pe

n 
Sc

ie
nc

e 
In

de
x,

 A
gr

ic
ul

tu
ra

l a
nd

 B
io

sy
st

em
s 

En
gi

ne
er

in
g 

Vo
l:1

0,
 N

o:
01

, 2
01

6 
pu

bl
ic

at
io

ns
.w

as
et

.o
rg

/a
bs

tr
ac

ts
/3

72
11

.p
df

ISNI:0000000091950263International Scholarly and Scientific Research & Innovation 10(01) 2016 1

https://publications.waset.org/abstracts/37211.pdf

