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Abstract : The tomb (grave) structures that have influenced the architectural culture from the Seljuk times to the Ottoman
throughout Anatolia are members of a continuing building tradition in terms of monumental expression and styles. This
building typology which has religious and cultural permeability in view of spatial traces and structural formations follows the
entire trajectory of the respect to death and the deceased from the Seljuks to the Ottomans and also the changing burial
traditions epitomised in the form of mausoleums in the Turkish Republic. Although the cultural layers have the same contents
with regards to the cult of monument this architectural tradition which evolved from tombs to mausoleums changed in both
typological formation and structural size. In short, the tomb tradition with unique examples of architectural functions and
typological formations has been encountered from 13th century onwards and continued during the Ottoman period with
changes  in  form  and  has  transformed  to  mausoleums  during  the  20th  century.  This  study  analyses  the  process  of
transformation from complex  structures  to  simple  structures  and then to  monumental  graves  in  terms of  architectural
expression. Moreover, the study interrogates the architectural language of Anatolian Seljuk tombs to Ottoman tombs and
monumental graves built during the republican period in terms of spatial and structural contexts.
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