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Abstract : In this exploratory qualitative case study, the voices of female teachers are captured that describe their fear of
failure in coping with their daily anxieties, stresses, and tensions in their classrooms. When teachers are usually appointed, the
curriculum forms the heart of all their professional obligations. The policy of quality and equality of education for all learners is
a must as part of these deliberations, otherwise it would spell the inevitable failure for teachers. Yet, how often have teachers
been asked whether they are happy during their professional tenure. Research affirms that this question is not a priority,
seeing that the happiness of learners and the educational administrators enjoy precedence. Teachers are often subject to
undue pressures and tensions because of environmental factors that extends beyond the curriculum. School violence, bullying,
drug abuse, and gangsters are not uncommon to the school milieu, no matter where such schools can be located. In this case
study, the voices of female teachers find space concerning their experiences of tobephobia (TBP). The questions that inevitably
arise are: Are the educational authorities aware of the effects of TBP in education? What can be done to arrest and eliminate
the debilitating effects of TBP? This exploratory study contributes to the growing concerns of TBP in education. It is therefore
imperative that the effects of TBP on human resources in education must be accentuated so that meaningful solutions can be
found to address challenging educational issues such as school violence, bullying, and drug abuse amongst learners.
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