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Abstract : As man constructed the spaces that he lived in he also designed spaces where their dead will stay according to their
belief systems. These spaces are sometimes monumentalized by the means of a stone on the top of a mountain, sometimes
signed by totems and sometimes became structures to protect graves and symbolize the person or make him unforgettable.
Various grave monuments have been constructed from the earliest primitive societies to developed societies. Every belief
system built structures for itself; Pyramids for pharaohs, grave monuments for kings and emperors, temples and tombs for
important men of religion. These spaces are also architectural works like a school or a dwelling and have importance in history
of architecture. After Turks embraced Islamism, examples of very beautiful tombs are built in Middle Asia during the Seljuk
Period. By the time Seljuks came to Anatolia they built important tombs having peerless architectural characteristics firstly
around Ahlat. After Anatolia Seljuks made Konya the capital city and Konya became administrative, cultural and scientific
center, very important tombs were built in Konya. Different from the local tomb architecture, the architecture of tombs with
half-open “eyvan/Iwan” is significant. Although iwan buildings is vastly used in Anatolian civil architecture and monumental
buildings its best exmaples are observed in 13th century Medrese buildings. The iwan tomb tradition which was observed
during the time period when this building typology was shaped and departed from the resident tradition in the form of iwan
tombs are rarely represented. However, similar tombs were build in resemblance to this tradition. This study provides
information on samples of iwan tombs (Gome¢ Hatun Tomb, Emir Yavastagel Tomb, and Besparmak Tomb) and evaluates the
departures from iwan building complexes in view of architectural language. This paper also gives information about iwan
tombs among tombs having importance in Islamic Architectural Heritage.
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