
Violations of Press Freedom
Authors : Khalid Achaat
Abstract : It is difficult to speak about freedom of the press in Algeria without first talking to fifty-seven journalists killed in
the country between 1993 and 1997 and the five missing journalists. No serious investigation was conducted to find the
culprits. When a State is not able to guarantee law, there is no justice and violations of the law become "systematic". How to
claim the freedom of press in Algeria, when death becomes "banal"? In these circumstances, can we talk of rights of the
Algerian press? It is impossible to understand the problems of the press in Algeria, focusing solely legal issues. Take into
account technical, financial and political. Their respective roles varies depending on whether one focuses on the collection of
information, the regime of the newspaper company or publication and dissemination. Can we say that the Algerian press is "the
freest in the Arab world", while the latter reflects only partially the real problems facing the country? While any newspaper
company is subject, de facto, to an authorization scheme, permanently subjected to the constant threat of withdrawal of the
authorization, suspension, prohibition or closure without it has the right to a remedy? Can it be free when the majority of
"media owners", head of the largest daily newspapers are derived from the single party in power since independence? Some of
this release does not it serves the interests of the Algerian power?
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