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Abstract : Formation of a conjunctival membrane over the corneal surface is a condition unique to rabbits that has been
labeled aberrant corneal occlusion or pseudopterygium. In the summer of 2013, a five years old male Standard Chinchilla
rabbit  were presented to Karaj Central  Veterinary hospital  and the owner complained that his rabbit  shows degrees of
blindness and there were opacities on both eyes of the presented rabbit. Ophthalmic examination of the affected eyes revealed
a conjunctival fold stretching over the cornea of both eyes. The fold originated from limbus and it was vascularized and
centrally thickened. There were no attachments to the corneal epithelium and the fold could be easily lifted. Surgery was
performed under general anesthesia. The conjunctival fold was incised centrifugally up to its attachment at the limbus and the
lid margin using small scissors. The central rim of the segment was then replaced to its normal position in the fornix and fixed
with mattress sutures (7/0) passing through outside skin. After the surgery, eye drops containing dexamethasone, gentamicin
and polymixin were applied twice daily up to 3 weeks. Within the observation period (8 months) no recurrence was noted.
"Pseudo" in the term pseudopterygium refers to the fact that the conjunctival membrane is not adhering to the underlying
cornea, but growing over it. In rare cases, the membrane may be loosely attached to the cornea, but can be easily separated
without causing damage. It can cover only a small part of the cornea with an annular peripheral opacification of the cornea, or
cover it almost fully, leading to blindness. Ethiopathogenesis remains unclear and recurrence of the problem is very likely. The
surgical technique that used here decreases probability of recurrence of conjunctival fold.
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