World Academy of Science, Engineering and Technology
International Journal of Civil and Architectural Engineering
Vol:9, No:10, 2015

Survey of the Role of Contextualism in the Designing of Cultural
Constructions Based on Rapoport Views

Authors : E. Zarei, M. Bazaei, A. Seifi, A. Keshavarzi

Abstract : Amos Rapoport, based on his anthropology approach, believed that the space origins from the human body and
influences on human body mutually. As a holistic approach in architecture, Contextualism describes a collection of views in
philosophy which emphasize the context in which an action, utterance, or expression occurs, and argues that, in some
important respect, the action, utterance, or expression can only be understood relative to that context. In this approach, the
main goal - studying the role of cultural component in the Contextualism construction shaping up, based on Amos Rapoport’s
anthropology approach- has being done by descriptive- analytic method. The results of the research indicate that in the field of
Contextualism designing, referring to the cultural aspects are as necessary as the physical dimensions of a construction.
Rapoport believes that the shape of a construction is influenced by cultural aspects and he suggests a kind of mutual
interaction between human and environment that should be considered in housing. The mail goal of contextual architecture is
to establish an interaction between environment, human and culture. According to this approach, a desirable design should be
in harmony with this approach.
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