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Abstract : Collocations are an important part of vocabulary knowledge, and it is a subject that has recently attracted attention,
while still in need of more research. The aim of this study is to answer three research questions related to the collocational
knowledge of Turkish university level EFL learners at different proficiency levels of English. The first research question aims to
compare the pre-intermediate (PIN) and the advanced (ADV) level learners’ collocational knowledge at receptive and
productive levels. The second one is to analyze the performance of the PIN and the ADV students in two main collocation
categories; lexical and grammatical. Lastly, the performance of both groups are focused on to find the collocation type (among
verb-noun, adjective- noun, adjective-preposition, noun-preposition collocation types) they show the best performance in. Two
offline tests were used to answer these questions. The results show that there is a significant difference between the PIN and
the ADV groups at both receptive and productive levels. It can be concluded that proficiency is an important criterion in
collocational knowledge, and learners do not necessarily know the collocates of the vocabulary items that they know. Although
there is no significant difference between the PIN group’s performance in lexical and grammatical collocations, the ADV group
showed a better performance in lexical collocations. Lastly, the PIN group at receptive and the ADV group at both receptive
and productive levels showed the best performance in verb-noun collocations, which is in line with the previous research
focusing on different collocation types.
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