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Abstract : This study explores the applicability of applying new urbanism principles in cities of developing countries as a
panacea towards building sustainable cities through implementing smart transportation. Smart transportation approach to
planning has been growing remarkably around the globe in the past decade. In conquest to curb traffic congestion and
reducing automobile dependency in the inner-city Harare, Smart Transportation has been a strong drive towards building
sustainable cities.  Conceptually,  Smart Transportation constitutes of  principles which include walking,  cycling and mass
transit. The Smart Transportation approach has been a success story in the cities of developing world but its application in the
cities  of  developing  countries  has  been  doubtful.  Cities  of  developing  countries  being  multifaceted  with  several  urban
sustainability challenges, the study consolidates that there are no robust policy, legislative and institutional frameworks to
govern the application of Smart Transportation in urban planning hence no clear roadway towards its success story. Questions
regarding this investigation proliferate to; how capable are cities of developing countries to transform Smart Transportation
principles to a success story? What victory can Smart Transportation bring to sustainable urban development? What are
constraints of embracing the principles and how can they be manipulated? Methodologically the case study of urban syntax in
Harare Central Business District and arterial roads of the city, legislation and institutional settings underpins various research
outcomes.  The study finds  out  the hindrances  of  policy,  legislative  and institutional  incapacities  cooked with  economic
constraints, lack of political will and technically inflexible zoning regulations. The study also elucidates that there is need to
adopt a localized approach to Smart Transportation. The paper then calls for strengthening of institutional and legal reform in
conquest to embrace the concept, policy and legislative support, feasible financial mechanism, coordination of responsible
stakeholders, planning standards and regulatory frameworks reform to celebrate the success story of Smart Transportation in
the developing world.
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