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Abstract : This study aims to identify the understanding expectations of school administrators concerning school assessment.
The researcher utilized a qualitative descriptive study on 19 administrators from three secondary schools in the North Kinta
district. The respondents had been interviewed on their understanding expectations of school assessment using the focus
group discussion method. Overall findings showed that the administrators’ understanding expectations of school assessment
was weak; especially in terms of content focus, articulation across age and grade, transparency and fairness, as well as the
pedagogical implications. Findings from interviews indicated that administrators explained their understanding expectations of
school assessment from the aspect of school management, and not from the aspect of instructional leadership or specifically as
assessment leaders. The study implications from the administrators’ understanding expectations may hint at the difficulty of
the administrators to function as assessment leaders, in order to reduce their focus as manager, and move towards their
primary role in the process of teaching and learning. The administrator, as assessment leaders, would be able to reach
assessment goals via collaboration in identifying and listing teacher assessment competencies, how to construct assessment
capacity, how to interpret assessment correctly, the use of assessment and how to use assessment information to communicate
confidently and effectively to the public.
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