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Abstract : This study aims to explain the identity struggles of local religious communities in Indonesia. Local religion in
Indonesia is not recognized by the government and is not incorporated into the official religion in Indonesia. This makes the
local  religions  in  Indonesia  experienced the  challenges  and obstacles  in  fulfilling  their  rights  as  citizens  of  Indonesia.
Challenges and barriers they experience such as: difficulty in making of the birth certificate and marriage. It is as experienced
by one of the local religions namely Parmalim which located in North Sumatra. Not only difficulty in taking care of the
bureaucracy as a citizen, but the local religion is seen as a minority and sometimes regarded as follower of deviate religion.
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