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Abstract : This is a qualitative study which focuses on ten (10) children, with a mean age of 13.6, working in fireworks
factories in Bocaue, Bulacan. The municipality of Bocaue was chosen since it is the center of trade for fireworks, and child
laborers can easily penetrate in factories here. The researcher wanted to know what the possible negative effects are caused
by working at an early age of a child in the physical, psychosocial, intellectual and emotional aspects of life. Results showed
that social status of their parents and their lack of income forced the children to work for their family. Second, the child
laborers still allot time for studying. They still do not give up in pursuing education even if they experience fatigue and illness
which affect their physical development. Third, working has a great influence to the child’s life. Fourth, through socializing
with others, they become more aware of life’s hardships. Usually, their co-workers are also their family members and friends;
this is how they know the social status is their place, that due to poverty even the children should work for a living. Fifth, these
child laborers are still hoping for a better future. Despite of their poor situation, they are still hoping that they can turn it
upside down through education, perseverance and determination.
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