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Abstract : This study was conducted to investigate foetal loss among slaughtered livestock species at the Maiduguri abattoir
from 2009 to 2013. Record of animals slaughtered monthly and fetuses recovered were collected from the management of the
Maiduguri abattoir. Data was subjected to Analysis of Variance using the General Linear Model of SPSS 13.0 with Season,
Species and their interaction as fixed factors. Average yearly slaughter at the Maiduguri abattoir was 63,225 animals with
cattle, camel, goat and sheep accounting for 19737, 7374, 19281 and 17540 of the total. The corresponding number of those
pregnant were 3117, 839, 2281 and 2432 out of a total of 8522 animals. Thus, cattle, camel, goat and sheep accounted for
30.87, 11.53, 30.16 and 27.44%, respectively of the animals slaughtered at the Abattoir and 35.96, 9.68, 26.31 and 28.05% of
the foetal loss. The effect of season and species on foetal loss was significant (P < 0.05). The number of pregnant animals
slaughtered and foetal loss were higher during wet than dry season. Similarly, foetal loss at the abattoir was higher in the
month of May in respect of camel, goat and sheep, and August for cattle. Camel was the least slaughtered animal and had the
least number of pregnant females. Foetal loss (%) was higher (P < 0.05) for cattle compared to other species. The interaction
showed that camel was the least slaughtered species in both seasons and cattle in the wet season had the highest foetal loss.
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