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Abstract : Ecocriticism comes into existence in 1990s, it tries to explore the relationship of literature with the natural world
and further it examines the role that natural surroundings and environment play in the minds of the creative writers during
their imagination and creative process. The present study is an attempt to focus on the comparative ecocritical analysis of Shiv
Kumar Batalvi and Surjit Patar’s selected poetry in the theoretical framework of ecocriticism in order to shed light on the
poet’s vigilant views about the relationship of human life and nature. Shiv Kumar Batalvi is a renowned modern Punjabi poet.
He is essentially a poet of nature and love. His opinions towards nature support his position to be considered as a major
representative of recent environmental issues and ecocritical concerns in Punjabi literature. He is one of the most outstanding
modern Punjabi poets, is endowed with the most artistic temperament in whose poetry nature always has a dominating
existence. He seems to consciously portray the scenes of natural surroundings into his poetry; in fact the titles of his poems in
themselves signify his love for the nature. Surjit Patar, an imminent modern Punjabi poet tries to present a different picture of
nature into his poems; he also uses to write poems about contemporary problems. Surjit Patar’s radical quarrel with the
modern cultural context makes him reject all the absolutes and finalities in the form of transcendental reason and religion,
history and evolution, he freely writes about the deterioration of nature at selfish materialistic society. He is modern poet who
weaves the natural imagery with the syntax of his poems. Patar’s work reflects a universal voice that is dribbled with nuanced
humanism and a sense of modernity that seemed neither dated, nor trapped in regional boundaries. Through his poetry he has
given a voice to the fragile, disrupting borders, disturbing the status quo. An attempt to analyse the poetic works of above said
poets from ecocritical perspective as well as especially focussing on various aspects of ecocriticism like ecocentric ethics,
ecoaesthetics, anthropomorphism etc. has been made throughout the comparative study of the selected works.
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