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Abstract : Lack of proper solid waste management is one of the main causes of environmental pollution and degradation in
many cities, especially in developing countries. The aim of this study was to estimate the quantity of waste generated per
capita per day, determine the composition and identify the potentials for recycling of waste generated. Characterization of
wastes from selected households in the residential areas was done for over a 7 day period. The weight of each sorted category
of waste was recorded in a structured database that calculated the proportion of each waste component. The results indicated
that 85.4% of the sampled waste characterized was found to be recyclable; with an estimated average waste generated of
1.82kg/capita/day. The various solid waste fractions were organic (64.6%), plastics (15.6%), metals (9.2%), glass materials
(1.6%) and unclassified (8.9%). It was concluded from this study that a large proportion of the waste generated from OAU
campus residential area was recyclable and that there is a need to enact policy on waste recycling within the university
campus.
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