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Abstract : Syria and Iraq are Arabian nightmares at the local, the regional and global levels in terms of human security and
the protection of the vulnerable. Wracked by civil war, ethnic and political violence in the last 5 years in the case of Syria and
13 years in the case of Iraq, the body count now is staggering; the humanitarian crisis continues and there appears no end to
this. A crisis that has claimed the lives of 200,000 people so far in Syria, sparked a humanitarian catastrophe fuelled violent
Islamic  extremism and  exposed  serious  splits  in  the  international  community  who  appear  to  have  no  consensus.  The
international community’s failure to act is simply another sign of the desperate situation which has developed over conflicts
that appears unsolvable in the immediate future and may be intractable in the long range. Three things are really at stake I’m
going to argue in these continuing crises and how it will affect the human security dimensions of the conflict. Firstly, the
protection of vulnerable individuals and civilians in the war, 2ndly, the dire consequences for regional instability as a result and
thirdly the risks for minority and ethnic identities who are caught up in this, within and across these volatile borders. This
paper  will  examine  these  elements  and  the  consequences  of  the  conflict  in  terms  of  human  security,  migration  and
development.
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