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Abstract : In rural areas of developing countries, participation of all stakeholders in water supply projects is an important step
towards further development. As most of the beneficiaries are women, it is important that they should be involved to achieve
successful and sustainable water supply projects. Women are responsible for the management of water both inside and outside
home, and often spend more than six-hours a day fetching drinking water from distant water sources. The problem is that rural
women play a role of little importance in the water supply projects’ phases in rural Yemen. Therefore, this research aimed at
analyzing the different reasons of their lack of participation in projects and in what way a full participation -if achieved- could
contribute to sustainable water supply projects in the rural mountainous areas in Yemen. Four water supply projects were
selected as a case study in Al-Della'a Alaala sub-district in the Al-Mahweet governorate, two of them were implemented by the
Social Fund and Development (SFD), while others were implemented by the General Authority for Rural Water Supply Projects
(GARWSSP). Furthermore, the successful Al-Galba project, which is located in Badan district in Ibb governorate, was selected
for comparison. The rural women's active participation in water projects have potential consequences including continuity and
maintenance improvement, equipment security, and improvement in the overall health and education status of these areas. The
majority of respondents taking part in GARWSSP projects estimated that there is no reason to involve women in the project
activities. In the comparison project - in which a woman worked as a supervisor and implemented the project – all respondents
indicated that the participation of women is vital for sustainability. Therefore, the results of this research are intended to
stimulate rural women's participation in the mountainous areas of Yemen.
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