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Abstract : The study examines the problem of child labour in respect to National security in Nigeria. The current situation
reflects a chronic urban poverty, which can compel parents and guardians to send their children and wards of school age to
engage in income yielding activities to augment family income. The study sought to explain the basis of child labour, its causes
and its effects on its victim and society at large. A social survey research design was employed to select the respondents. A
sample size of 250 respondents was selected from targeted population of children below the age of 18 years. A questionnaire
instrument was employed to collect data. An accidental sampling technique was employed to select the respondents. The
findings revealed that child labour is on the increase and a serious threat to national security and social cohesion. The study
recommends that the Nigerian government should enforce the laws on child labour and provide opportunities for job creation
for urban dwellers. More so, government should also provide free and compulsory education at primary and secondary school
levels of education.
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