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Abstract : This is an interpretive study that aims to explore English teachers’ self-identity and self-reflection on teaching of
English for accounting purpose in Indonesian accounting schools. Pierre Bourdieu’s concepts of capitals, habitus, and field are
applied to capture and analyze the outright feelings, dilemma, and efforts of how English teachers see their educational
background and adjust their understanding of English teaching for specific purpose, how they deliver unrecognized materials
about  accountancy,  how they  build  confidence in  teaching accountancy  experts,  and how to  develop their  professional
commitment as English teachers for accounting purpose. Therefore, semi-structured interviews and focus group discussions
are conducted to 16 English teachers in accounting schools within five state and private universities in East Java, Indonesia.
The appropriateness of English teachers for accounting students remains a debatable topic. Previous literatures assume that
the best English teachers for accounting students should be those who can demonstrate good quality use of English as well as
those who have sound accounting knowledge and experience; however, such teachers are rare to find. Most English teachers in
Indonesian accounting schools generally graduate from English education or English literature that provide a very limited
pedagogic theories and practices of English for specific purpose (ESP). As a result, ESP teachers often had misconception and
loss  of  face  when  they  deliver  subject  contents  to  their  accounting  students  who  sometimes  have  been  employed  as
professional accountants. The teachers also face a dilemma in locating themselves as the insiders in English knowledge, but
the outsiders in accounting field. These situations are generally problems in their early-stage of teaching due to the lack of ESP
knowledge, the shortage of teaching preparation, the absence of ESP in-house trainings on English for accountancy, and the
unconducive relations with accounting educators as well as other ESP teachers. Then, self-learning with various resources and
strategies is said as their effort to develop their teaching competence so they are able to teach English for accounting students
more effectively.
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