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Abstract : Most Indian cities or townships are facing greater challenges in proper disposal of their municipal solid wastes,
which are growing exponentially with the rising urban population and improvement in the living standards.  As per the
provisional figures, 377 million people live in the urban areas accounting for 31.16 % of the Country’s total population, and
expected to grow by 3.74% every year. In India, the municipal authority is liable for the safe management & disposal of
Municipal Solid Wastes. However, even with the current levels of MSW generation, a majority of the local governments are
unable to comply with their constitutional responsibility due to reasons ranging from cultural aspects to technological and
financial constraints. In contrast, it is expected that the MSW generation in India is likely to increase from 68.8 MTD in 2011 to
160.5 MTD by 2041. Thus, the immediate challenge before the urban local bodies in India is to evolve suitable strategies not
only to cope up with the current levels, but also to address the anticipated generation levels of MSW. This paper discusses the
reasons for the low levels of enforcement of MSW Rules and suggests effective management strategies for the safe disposal of
MSW.
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